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Abstract (Basic): WO 8808552 A 

Liq. crystal (LC) devices or shutters are claimed which can be 
operated selectively to transmit or absorb light, such devices 
incorporating a ferroelectric LC phase as exhibited by either (a) 
polymeric cpds. ; (b) mixts. of polymeric cpds. with low mol. wt. cpds. ; 
(c) low mol. wt. cpds. including fluorescent or luminescent dyes; or 
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(d) tow niol. wt. cpds. including contrast-optirnising dyes. 

ADVANTAGE - Fast optical shutters are provided in a no. of forms 
(including guest-host devices) which change from light-transmitting to 
light-absorbing (or vice-versa) in less than 1 raillisec on application 
of a driving field of 20 v/micron or less (claimed). (Additionally 
classified AL - previously non-CPI only) 
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